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The Minister of State for Industry, Alan Michaels, warmed to the team at Zeds 
Drycleaners in Bexley on a recent ‘walkabout’ around the town’s businesses 
with Deputy Mayor, Cllr Kathryn Smith. 
 
“The Minister wanted to visit a small business and spent some time looking 
around my shop,” says owner Jim Leak. “It was a freezing day and I think they 
were glad to get out of the cold!” 
 
Zeds was first set up by Jim ten years ago after a career in government 
accounting. The shop was fully commissioned by Renzacci UK plc, which 
continues to supply and service the business. Crossword fan, Jim, opted for 
the unusual name to go with the shop’s motto ‘The very last word in 
Professional Drycleaning’.  
 
“They were interested in all the equipment and asked questions about things 
worked and what they did. I was pleased to able to say that the machines had 
stood me in good stead,” says Jim. “I could definitely recommend the industry 
as a choice for a second career!” 
 

 
 
Pictured: Councillor Kathryn Smith, Alan Michaels, Jim Leake and friend at Jim Leake’s shop, 

Zeds Drycleaners in Bexley, Kent. 


